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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kurita et al 
(US Pub. No. US2007/0273950) 

The applied reference has a common assignee and/or inventors with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention 
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disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 
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As to claim 4, with reference to Fig. 1 and the description thereof, Kurita et al 
discloses a laser processing apparatus for processing a subject to be processed by 
irradiating the subject with laser light, the apparatus comprising: 

a laser head (3) for emitting laser light; a cooling jacket (1 1 ) for holding and 
cooling the laser head; 

an optical system main part (4) for adjusting the laser light emitted from the laser 
head to a predetermined characteristic; and 

a regulator (15) , disposed between the cooling jacket and optical system main part 
on an optical axis of the laser head and an optical axis of the optical system main part, 



Application/Control Number: 10/582,332 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2861 

for adjusting a position and inclination of the cooling jacket with respect to the optical 
system main part such that the optical axis of the laser head coincides with the optical 
axis of the optical system main part. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huan H. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2261 . The examiner can normally be reached on at work on T-F from 6:30am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Luu can be reached on (571 ) 272-7663. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Huan H. Tran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2861 

/H. H. TV 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2861 



